posals for reform in the 1965 Government White Paper on the child, the family and the young offender is a useful addition to the chapters on 'punishment' and the 'juvenile courts'. The special problems of child health in the tropics are also discussed.
The book is an authoritative and up-to-date source of information for all concerned with the medical, educational or social aspects of child development. London: Butterworths 1966 This is a monograph developed from the notes for a series of lectures given to candidates for the Fellowship examination of the Royal College of Surgeons.
It is set out in a methodical way in short and simple chapters dealing in turn with the benign and malignant tumours arising from the osseous cartilaginous, fibrous, medullary, vascular and nervous elements of bone. There are two additional chapters on metastatic tumours and treatment and there is an extensive bibliography which adds very much to the value of the book. It will be welcomed by the undergraduate or postgraduate student as an easily readable and clearly illustrated description of the tumours of bone.
PHILIP NEWMAN

Forensic Odontology by Gdsta Gustafson pp 263 illustrated 63s London: Staples Press 1966
There can be no situation where the need for absolute accuracy is more starkly apparent than the identification of the remains of an alleged murder victim or of a mass catastrophe. There can be no situation where emotion and external pressures are more likely to distort judgment or press for snap decisions, yet the occasions where real difficulty arises are so few that practice in the art is difficult to obtain. However, as the police say that a majority of murders remain unsolved, the need for forensic odontology is obviously increasing, so that more and more people are likely to be concerned with these problems. In the past those involved have had to glean their information from wide reading of papers and reports of cases and from the help of a few interested colleagues. Now Gustafson has collected and organized all the available material from all over the world and welded it into a compact compendium which ought to be to the hand of anybody likely to be involved in forensic work. This means any dental surgeon working in the regions who may be called upon by his local police, as well as those in the larger conurbations. Most of the dental facts are part of the routine undergraduate study but their direct forensic applications, their correlation with general pathology, their implications for the purpose of individual identification are the ultimate in precise practicality and leave no room for fanciful speculation.
All this is beautifully set out in this new book. Fact crowds in on fact with fancies banished by reference to the results of practical investigations. It is the last word on its subject and the most complete, so that Gustafson's 'Forensic Odontology' can be truly described as a pearland a pearl at a very reasonable price.
FRANK COFFIN
The Life of William Harvey by Geoffrey Keynes Kt pp xviii +483 illustrated 90s Oxford: Clarendon Press, Oxford University
Press 1966
In this beautiful book Sir Geoffrey Keynes raises our knowledge of William Harvey to a new and higher plane. This he achieves by a rare synthesis of information, illustration and interpretation.
The 'scattered threads' of information about Harvey which Sir Geoffrey gathers are woven with meticulous skill into the pattern of Harvey's life and world. The book contains a flood of new and fascinating facts about Harvey; especially perhaps about his life at Cambridge, his relations with the College of Physicians in London and his troubled but fruitful days in Oxford. The reader will experience a recurrent thrill in finding the enriching context of many a person or event unfolded and explained with such clarity. The mass of material presented can only be described as encyclopedic; it is skilfully integrated into a vivid picture of Harvey's world.
The quality of the illustrations is revealed on opening the book by the coloured frontispiece of Harvey's diploma. This is a prelude to a unique selection of 32 plates rich in both decorative and informative features. Each contrives to tell an illuminating Harveian tale; Loggan's engraving of Merton College, for example, draws the eye irresistibly to the windows of the room in which Harvey worked. The many portraits of Harvey and his friends are presented with rare discernment so throwing on their subjects a subtly penetrative light. One is surprised, however, not to see Harvey's own illustrations as used in 'De Motu Cordis' since, though not original, they were of such importance to his great thesis.
Sir Geoffrey has with deliberate zeal let the facts speak for themselves; he has been sparing with his own interpretations. He makes it clear, however, that he sees Harvey as a pioneer scientist with interests far wider than history has so far allowed him.
This definitive life of Harvey does not close the subject. Far from it. Part of the stimulation of this book lies in its opening the way to better informed and so truer interpretations of Harvey and his work.
KENNETH D KEELE
Underwater Medicine by Stanley Miles MD MSC DTM&H 2nd ed pp 332 illustrated 63s London: Staples Press 1966 The second edition of this useful book contains some new material, particularly on recent dives to great depths, and a number of new references which help to bring the reader up to date with the rapid advances of the last three years. In the main, however, the book is a simple practical account of the challenges and hazards of the underwater environment and how they can be overcome.
The fascinating problems of nitrogen narcosis and oxygen poisoning are outlined and there are chapters on underwater equipment and submarine escape. The sections on underwater accidents and the treatment of the apparently drowned will interest many medical practitioners who live or spend their vacations by the sea.
No doubt some topics in such a general book will disappoint the experts and certainly some of the physiology is somewhat superficial. It is a pity, too, that the opportunity was not taken to improve some of the diagrams in the second edition. However, this is a book which will be referred to with profit by many people concerned in some way with underwater medicine. orthopedics and urology, and written by a single author is now something of an anachronism. Mr Farquharson, however, is in the unique position of being on the Councils of both the Royal Colleges of Surgeons of England and of Edinburgh and, having been an examiner for both and for other bodies, has exceptional opportunities of judging the needs of the student of operative surgery.
It has the merit of single authorship, of being uniform, and as Mr Farquharson has the gift of being able to write well, his text is clear, informative, and easy to read. The book is given added authority in the sub-specialties by virtue of the guidance given by his colleagues in those fields, as acknowledged in the preface to the third edition.
There is little to criticize in the techniques described without entering controversial fields and most suggestions one could make in this way would lead to an unwelcome increase in the size of the book. This would also deprive it of the slight dogmatism which is helpful to the student for the final Fellowship examination or for higher surgical degrees at whom one assumes the book is mainly aimed.
It is remarkable to find the book still of such modest size, without sacrifice of great clarity of print and with excellent illustrations. I warmly commend it. NORMAN This is another valuable and authoritative contribution to the growing literature on one of today's great pediatric problemsthe survival of the unfit. Several of the sections are repetition of previously published data but form an essential part of the symposium which deals with pathology, epidemiology, management of the primary spinal lesions and subsequent uropathology. Dr K M Lawrence in his South Wales survey records an incidence of 8 1 major central nervous system malformations per 1,000 live births. The Liverpool series of cases receiving the full present day early surgical management show 71 % survival for three years or more. There is a critical follow-up of the Spitz-Holter valve cases (Westminster Children's Hospital) based on six years' experience, and a contribution on the pulmonary embolic complications of the procedure from Queen Mary's Hospital, Carshalton. Another series (Neurosurgical Clinic, University of Freiburg) records a 40% valve revision rate. There are further papers on isotope ventriculography and the survey provides valuable complementary information which can well be studied alongside the report of the Symposium on Spina Bifidal organized by the National Fund for Research into Poliomyelitis and Other Crippling Diseases. D F ELLISON NASH 'Reviewed in Proceedings, December 1966 December , p 1311 
